Vacationing at Home

This |'11111ii}= doesn't have ro leave home to hind .t.'pcrial features
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When they pictured their new house, this couple imagined
.mmu:thing like vacation houses they'd seen: conte Mparary with
=L .lir].-'. ﬂFH.'“ ITIJH.

“Ohur first house was a more traditional one that we tied 1o
make comemporary,” says the wife, "For this howse we wanted
true contemporary, but soft and warm, not barsh,” She pictured
the natural materials of a Colorada-style house, though not
quine so mupgpged, and a bic of Californda aesthetic as well,

The resule is just their style, one that fies cheir Bamily, their
love of entertaining and the St Louis weather, And lhow did they
et what they wanted?

"Collaboration,” says the husband. 1 really want to stress
how important collaboration was, We wanted everyone working

together from the ourset. [t was a terrific team.”
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The team included interior designer Julie Abner and
architect David T':lpl:. who met with the cnuplr every week
thraughout the planning and consteuction of the house,

“They pur a lot of truse in Dhave and myself” Abner says,
“And the biggest compliment to me is when they said they got
exactly what they wanted.”

[t was a long process, bug not all at the drawing board, "We
bael Tun poing o Chicago looking dor Tuenioure and sivtng in
different chairs — sort ol a Goldilocks kind of thing,” Abner jokes,

O bit ol luck was biling a large, empty lot in a spaclous
Ladue neighborhood where the original house had been worn down,

"It was all overgrown; you could barely see to the back of
the lot” the hushand says, The diamond shaped-lot provided an

opportunity o P]PH’.'L' the house at an interesting angle.






Rather than center the house, they decided 1o move the house
levrwardd o allow for a patio, gaeebo, pool and Large back Lwn,

“We wanted the outdoor .‘i]'l.ll'_'t‘ to be inlugr.tlc:l with the
house.” the wite says. “We really wanted an outdoor |i\'ing
f‘"}m.“ Tht Aaren tl'u.'}' fa]l t]'“.' Eﬂ:ﬁl‘.‘h[], “'hi‘.—]'l i.‘i :ltl.'.'l.l'.'l'lrtl Liy
the house, fills che bill, with comforable seaving and wide
openings that offer views of the pool, patio and yard, And
when those pesky Midwest bupgs appear, revractable screens
come down to keep them out,

“We use this space even when we're having dinner inside; we

often siv out here liese,” shie says,

The garebo s just ofl the kitchen, a high-cellinged, open
R’
space with large windows over the sink thae slide up to open 1o

the patio. “Thar was Dave’s idea in case we wanted to pass food

ot that way,” says the wife,

Pape also had o come up with & way to create a tool over
the grill withewt making the kitchen wo dark in the dayrime.

“lIt was a bir challenging, so | opened the gable sbove 1o ler
light into the kitchen,” Pape says.

The kiechen's high, coffered ceiling helps contrel the noise
level, Pape says. "It breaks up the sound so you can talk whether
you're next to cach other or across the room.” He also added foam

padding on wp of the tall kitchen cabinets wo absorb sound.
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Both the husband and wife like o cook, "He's the grill
master and does a lor of week-night meals. 1 usually do the
i lki“g whl.'[! W Enl‘l:]:l.lill.“ !il:H.' ﬁ-l}'}.

The Kitchen opens to the great room, which features 22-foot
"t'l.'-'|.||5 tllFF“.'[i 13}!' il Ltillng l)r w.:lln'l.ll E] cams. ‘]1\]1.': Ii.'lrg‘f.' wi“{lfl“'!i
that look out onwo che back lawn, At 12 feer high, the center
window uses the largest piece of glass available, Pape says,

1 lowve walking in and seeing that view,” the wile says,

On one side of the generous entry is the dining room,

on the other, an eye-catching stairway that leads 1o the second

Hoor bedrooms,

Abner sketched dhe railing, an idea she gleaned Trom several
sources and her imagination, “1 love ie It's such a seulprueal picce,
For some of these things I wisted his arm now and then,” she says
of Pape with a smile,

‘The dining room seats up to 12 and with tables acded in the
enery, up o 20, "We love o entertain with branches and dinners
ane we have most of the holidays here,” the wile says.

The butler's panery between the dining room and kirchen
FJ“}"!'i Ill.'S I}!ﬂ[lt}r i?l— 3-:'{!‘.]5{ }FH.'L'L' :lr“.l il Iﬂl'l!;. Rlﬂl'liii.'-t"r}i]l.'ll I]:ll
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room side with pocker doors, And storage was key, "] wanted a

place for everything and [ got in,” says the wife,



hides & small prep sink
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Ihe wall treaemens i thie an:l!l: [T
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“The master bedroom affen a s .« 0.
rerrean and & view af tl [k vl




On the more pracrical side of the house, behind the
kitchen, are desks for the family’s middle schaol children and
a wide counter to gather all the clutter thar comes into a house
and too often gets dropped in the kitchen.

“And this is the CEO'% headquarters, ¥ jokes the wife
about her office. The children’s desk is a counter open to the
I]:“.'lf. t_'l'll’:r]." L1t} tl!t‘ I};ll‘:lll! Can 5o “'I'I].l ']'H:'}" are I;i[!i.]\g. .;l.]'“.'. .]'I.t
children are away from the welevision. Near the back doar are
cabinets for coats, boots and the like, so the cutter is behind
closed doors,

Acrighe turn takes youw o the area the family calls the calyna,
which holeds a changing room, powder toom, and a kitchenene
ane leads o the patio and pool. Slae Hoors mean there are no
worties about dripping bathing suits,

A lefe turen takes you down the back stair 1o the spacious
lowee-level family room that holds a ping pong cable, pames

ane o television.
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“We wanted a place where the kids and their friends

wanttd. to IJE..:" 5;1}"5 tl'l.l: }Iusbarld. ]t‘s al!u a g,n:at SP]..].].-U'IFEE
space for parties. A semi-Anished area is ser aside for art and
science projects and storage. On the other side of the lower
level is a ]:Lrgt. mirrored exercise room.

Storage was included in the plan for the master suite on
the main Aoor as well, with Iarg:. walk-in closers. The quiet
bedroom Features windows that look our onco the back Liwn,
Mearby is the husband’s office and swudy.

The master bath features a large shower, a corner b lor
sondeimy, anad his and bers vanities,

“I really wanted a spa-eype bathroom, the kind you mighs
B on vacation,” the wife says = another example of those

vacation amenitles thar ehe family fods right ar home,
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